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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John Nemazi on October 20, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 12: A rotary percussion handgun comprising; a handle to be grasped by 
one hand of a user; a tubular outer frame to be grasped by the user's other hand, the 
outer frame having a proximal end coupled to the handle by an intermediate member 
assembly, the outer frame enclosing a plurality of barrels and an ammunition ejection 
system; 

the intermediate member assembly including a guide disc rotating relative to a 
load disc, the load disc being attached to the outer frame and the guide disc being 
attached to the handle, the load disc having an array of holes radially offset from a 
longitudinal axis of the handgun, the holes being coaxially aligned with the barrels, the 
guide disc having a guide aperture radially offset from the longitudinal axis, the guide 
aperture being coaxially alignable with each of the plurality of barrels; 

the handle enclosing a firing mechanism, the firing mechanism extending 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,049 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3641 

coaxially from the guide aperture, the firing mechanism including a spring loaded firing 
member; 
[and] 

the handle, the guide and the firing mechanism rotate together along the 
longitudinal axis relative to the outer frame and the load disc, a full rotation of the handle 
includes a plurality of firing cycles corresponding to the number of barrels, each firing 
cycle starts with the firing member aligned to a first barrel, as the handle rotates, the 
load disc pushes the firing member away from the intermediate member, thereby 
compressing a compression spring, once the handle rotates to a position where the 
firing member is aligned with a second barrel, the load disc releases the firing member, 
the compression spring projects the firing member toward the intermediate member 
assembly, whereby the firing member contacts an ammunition cartridge and the 
handgun fires[.] 

a hinge and a hinge lock; 

the outer frame being pivotallv connected to the handle by the hinge, the hinge 
having a hinge pin cooperating with a hinge recess to allow the outer frame to be 
selectively removable from the handgun: and 

the hinge lock including a hinge lock wheel cooperating with a bracket and a 
hinge lock pin to selectively lock the outer frame to the intermediate member assembly 
and the handle, the bracket being fixed to the intermediate member assembly and 
extending along the outer frame, the bracket having a hinge pin recess for receiving a 
first end of the hinge lock pin, the pin recess being contoured to prevent rotation of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,049 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3641 

hinge pin, the hinge wheel cooperating with the hinge pin, whereby as the hinge wheel 
rotates around the hinge pin, the pin translates axially, a frame journal is located in the 
outer frame for receiving a second end of the hinge pin, wherein by rotating the hinge 
wheel in a first direction, the hinge pin locks the outer frame to the intermediate member 
assembly, by rotating the hinge wheel in a second direction, the hinge pin exits the 
journal to unlock the outer frame from the intermediate member assembly, thereby 
allowing the outer frame to pivot about the hinge to an open position. 
Claim 14: Canceled 

Claim 1 5: The handgun according to claim [1 4] 12, further comprising a 
bayonet, the bayonet extending axially from the intermediate member assembly, along 
the outer frame, the bayonet being exposed when the outer frame is pivoted about the 
hinge to the open position. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record neither discloses nor fairly teaches the recited limitations of the claimed invention 
including, but not limited to a hinged pin cooperating with a hinge recess and the 
bracket being fixed to the intermediate member assembly. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL J. TROY whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3742. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on (571) 272-6873. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DJT /Stephen M. Johnson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3641 



